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Thanks for using ENMTools!  At present, this software should be considered an alpha release ς some bits 

ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ȅŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜƭȅ ǳǎŜǊ-ǇǊƻƻŦŜŘ ȅŜǘΦ  LǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ 

ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŘƻΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭl produce nonsense results.   

I. Installation  

I-a. Installing Perl 

ENMTools is a Perl script with a graphical user interface that is implemented via the Tk+ package.  This 

means that you need to have Perl and the Tk+ package installed before you can use it.  It is unlikely that 

the versions of Perl and Tk+ needed to run ENMTools are already installed on your computer.  First and 

ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘΣ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ tŜǊƭΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘΣ Ǝƻ ǘƻΥ 

http://www.activestate.com 

Choose Language Distributions -> ActivePerl.  The Standard distribution has everything you need, and is 

free.  Download it and install it in just like a regular windows or Mac OSX program.  Where you install it 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ 9ba¢ƻƻƭǎΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ sure you can easily find this location later. 

 

I-b. Installing Tk+ 

hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ 

Activestate Perl distribution installed, 

ENMTools should run right away.  If it 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ 

Tk+ distribution.  For this, you need 

to launch the Perl Package Manager.  

You can find this in the Start menu 

folder that was created during the 

Perl installation.  You can then either 

press [ctrl-1] or click the button 

highlighted in green in the image to 

the right to show all packages.  

Scroll down until you find the 

ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ά¢ƪҌέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ 

it to install. 

http://www.activestate.com/
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I-c. Launching ENMTools 

ENMTools can be launched in several ways.  If you are using one of the binary versions, it can be 

launched simply by double-clicking on the icon for the executable file.  The Perl version can be launched 

this way as well if your system is configured so that Perl is the default application for files with the .pl 

extension.  If this is the case, you can also launch ENMTools from the command prompt by typing the 

appropriate path (e.g., ,.ENMTools.pl if you are currently in the directory with the perl script).   

LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ΦǇƭ ŦƛƭŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ tŜǊƭΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ 9ba¢ƻƻƭǎ ōȅ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀ 

command prompt and typing <perlpath> <enmtoolspath>, replacing each of those with the appropriate 

directory path (e.g., /usr/bin/perl ./ENMTools.pl ).    

If ENMTools is failing to launch or exiting unexpectedly, try launching it from a command line.  This 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦƛȄ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎƻƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǳǘƻmatically closing so that any error messages 

can be seen. 

II. Running ENMTools  

ENMTools menubar has four basic options, each of which provides you with a pull-down menu and suite 

of associated options: (1) ENM Measurements, (2) Hypothesis Testing, (3) Resampling, and (4) Options. 

II.a. The Options Menu 

You will need to begin by familiarizing yourself with the Options menu because some basic features of 

ENMTools and an associated program ς Maxent ς need to be configured properly before you go any 

further.   

II.a.i. Configuring ENMTools 
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Once ENMTools has launched for the first time, it is essential that you complete a few basic steps to 

configure the program before proceeding any further.  This is necessary because ENMTools needs to 

know a few things about where your data and other files are before it can do anything (trust us, this 

required configuration stage will save you time down the road).  If it is not properly configured, 

ENMTools will confess its ignorance at start-up by complaining about a missing config file.  To configure 

ENMTools, you need to go to select the options tab from the ENMTools menu: 

1. Tell ENMTools where your environmental data can be found.  There are two possible locations for 

your environmental data: (1) embedded directly in your lƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ όάǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŀǘŀέύΣ 

ƻǊ όнύ ŀǎ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŦƛƭŜ ƻǊ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ŦƛƭŜǎ όάŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƭŀȅŜǊǎέύΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ όƳƻǊŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǳǎŜŘύ 

option, you will then need to tell ENMTools where your climate layers are located by clicking on the 

ά[ŀȅŜǊǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ όƻƴŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŜǇ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά[ŀȅŜǊǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ 

layers). 

2. Specify an output directory for your results.  ENMTools also needs an output directory where it can 

ŎǊŜŀǘŜΣ ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜ ŦƛƭŜǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ±9w¸ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦȅ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ 
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for each analysis you conduct (some ENMTools analyses generate lots of output files and keeping track 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƛƭŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƴƎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘύΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ 

directory in the same fashion that you would create any new directory with your operating system.  

Select this directory in ENMTools ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άhǳǘǇǳǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ 

3 όƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ƻƴƭȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ Řŀǘŀέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ). Select a set of layers for 

projection.  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ Řŀǘŀέ ό{²5ύ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ƭŀȅŜǊǎ 

to project ontƻΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ {²5Σ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ άtǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ. 

4. Specify location of Maxent.  Many of the analyses conducted in ENMTools are done in association 

with the program Maxent.  For this collaboration to be successful, ENMTools needs to know where 

aŀȄŜƴǘ ƛǎΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άaŀȄŜƴǘ ΦƧŀǊ ŦƛƭŜέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ  aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ aŀȄŜƴǘΩǎ 

.jar file, not the .bat file.  Due to changes in the command line arguments for later versions of Maxent, 

ENMTools also needs to know ǿƘƛŎƘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ aŀȄŜƴǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎΦ  {ŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ 

button at the bottom for your Maxent version. 

5. Select the suitability measure that you want to use for all Maxent analyses.  Maxent is capable of 

providing output in the form of several different types of suitability measures.  To specify the option 

ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ aŀȄŜƴǘΣ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǎǳƛǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜέ 

radio button. 

6. Set Maxent visibility option.  You have the option of seeing, or not seeingΣ aŀȄŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀŎŜ ǿƘŜƴ 

ENMTools sends it data.  Viewing the interface can be useful when diagnosing problems, but it may also 

ǎƭƻǿ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀŎŜ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά{Ƙƻǿ 

aŀȄŜƴǘ D¦Lέ ǊŀŘƛƻ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ 

7. Save your configuration.  hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎΣ ǎŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

άǎŀǾŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ŀ ǘŜȄǘ ŦƛƭŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ ά9ba¢ƻƻƭǎΦŎƻƴŦƛƎέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ōŜ 

loaded whenever you start ENMTools. 
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II.a.ii Maxent Options 

 

This page, also under the options menu, contains options that ENMTools will pass to Maxent for each 

run that it executes.  At the present time, you are not able to manipulate the complete range of 

aŀȄŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǇǘƛons as time goes on.  All of currently implemented 

options should be fairly self-ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƻǊȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΥ ǘƘŜ άw!a ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛƎƴ ǘƻ aŀȄŜƴǘέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ 

requires an argument of the form ςmx####m, where #### is the number of megabytes of RAM that you 

want MaxŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜΦ  aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΗ 

At present, there is a bug on some 64 bit Windows systems that limits the amount of RAM that the Java 

virtual machine will allow you to allocate to Maxent.  As far ŀǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ right now, 

ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƴ 9ba¢ƻƻƭǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƻǊ ŀ aŀȄŜƴǘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ς it seems to be a Java problem.  If anyone knows 

of a good solution, please contact Dan at dan.l.warren@gmail.com, we would appreciate the help.

mailto:dan.l.warren@gmail.com
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II.b. The ENM Measurements Menu 

Selecting the ENM measurements tab permits you to calculate two basic metrics from predicted habitat 

suitability scores generated by Maxent or some other niche modelling program: (1) quantification of 

niche overlap between ENMs generated from two or more species and (2) assessment of niche breadth.  

Conducting these analyses requires that ENMs and associated habitat suitability scores have already 

been generated by another software package.  

II.b.i Measuring niche overlap 

The overlap page is for measuring similarity between predictions of habitat suitability between one or 

more pairs of populations using methods introduced by Warren et al. (2008).  The setup is fairly 

straightforward ς you can add files, save and import lists of files, and name your analysis.  The files to be 

added in this window should be ASCII files of predicted habitat suitability produced by Maxent or some 
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other method.  The program will automatically measure overlap using two  different statistics ς 

{ŎƘƻŜƴŜǊΩǎ 5 ό{ŎƘƻŜƴŜǊ мфсуύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ I statistic (see Warren et al. 2008 for additional details).   

All you have to do to measure overlap is load in a list of .asc files and provide a name for the summary 

output file.  Every paiǊǿƛǎŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜΣ ǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƻŀŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘŜƴ ŦƛƭŜǎΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ пр 

comparisons.  Execution time depends on the number of ASCII files and the resolution of the data.   

The output of an overlap analysis is two files, each named using the analysis name you provided.  These 

files can be opened using a text editor or spreadsheet program.  Each one contains a table of pairwise 

overlaps using the statistic listed in the file name.  Both I and D range from 0 (species have completely 

discordant ENMs) to 1 (species have identical ENMs). 

 

II.b.ii Measuring niche breadth 
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This page works almost exactly like the niche overlap page, except that it outputs a .csv file containing 

measurements of niche breath for each of the .asc files that you specify.  The two niche breadth metrics 

are those of Levins (1968). 
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II.c. The Hypothesis Testing Menu 

¢ŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƘȅǇƻǘƘŜǎƛǎ ƛǎ 9ba¢ƻƻƭǎΩǎ Ǌŀƛǎƻƴ ŘΩŜǘǊŜΦ  IȅǇƻǘƘŜǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 

tested with ENMTools include: 

1. The niche identity test.  This test is used to ask whether ENMs generated from two or more 

species are more different than expected if they are drawn from the same underlying 

distribution. 

2. The background similarity test. This test is used to ask whether ENMs drawn from populations 

with partially or entirely non-overlapping distributions are any more different from one another 

than expected by random chance. 

3. Range-breaking tests.  This suite of tests is used to ask whether biogeographic boundaries 

correspond with significant environmental variation. 

II.c.i. Identity tests 
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The niche identity test allows the user to test whether the habitat suitability scores generated by ENM 

models from two species exhibit statistically significant ecological differences.  It does this by pooling 

empirical occurrence points and randomizing their identities to product two new samples with the same 

numbers of observations as the empirical data.  See Warren et al. (2008) for details. 

To the niche identity test you need to use the Add, Import, Save and Clear buttons to select a set of .csv 

occurrence files for analysis (NOTE: unlike analyses of ENM similarity, the files used for hypotheses 

testing are .csv files of occurrence points, not .asc files of habitat suitability scores).  Once the files with 

the desired occurrence points have been selected, the program then conduct pairwise identity tests for 

ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 

.csv occurrence files for each species or population you intend to analyze, hypothesis testing in 

ENMTools can also accommodate a single .csv with multiple different labels for occurrence points.  If a 

file with multiple different occurrence labels is used, the points with the different labels will be treated 

as distinct datasets and every possible pairwise comparison will be conducted by default (e.g., if you 

have one file with species A and B and another with species C and D, you will be doing comparisons A-C, 

A-D, B-C, and B-D as well as A-B and C-D). 
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Hypothesis testing is conducted by default 

on the set of layers that was previously 

specified in the Options tab.  It is important 

to note that the test of niche identity (and 

other hypothesis tests conducted in 

ENMTools) can take a long time, depending 

on the size and resolution of the spatial 

data.  The output from the niche identity 

test includes a pair of .csv files with niche 

overlap scores from each pseudoreplicate.  

These scores represent the expected 

degree of niche overlap when samples are 

drawn from the same distribution (i.e., the pooled sample of occurrence points from two populations).  

By comparing the overlap between ENM models generated from the actual data for each species 

(obtained using the overlap tab under the ENM measures menu) to the null distribution obtained using 

the identity test tab, it is possible to ask whether ENMs produced by two populations or species are 

statistically significantly different.  In the example to the right, the red arrow indicates the measured 

overlap between species and the histogram illustrates the distribution of overlaps from 

pseudoreplicates.  It is clear from this example that the ENMs built based on the actual occurrences of 

the two species are more different than expected by chance.  This outcome amounts to a rejection of 

the hypothesis of niche identity. 

Options for running the Identity test.  

Run Maxent.  .ȅ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘΣ ǘƘŜ άwǳƴ aŀȄŜƴǘέ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ōƻȄ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪƳŀǊƪ ƛƴ ƛǘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ 

means that .  By de-ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ άwǳƴ aŀȄŜƴǘέΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭ 9ba¢ƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ simply generate input files for 

pseudoreplicates, but not analyze those files in Maxent.  These input files could then be analyzed using 

other methods of ENM construction. 

Keep pseudoreplicate files. ¢ƘŜ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ άƪŜŜǇ ǇǎŜǳŘƻǊŜǇƭƛŎŀǘŜ ŦƛƭŜǎέ ǘŜƭƭǎ 9baTools whether or 

not it should delete the files Maxent generates for each pseudoreplicate ENM.  When you first begin 

analyses of a given dataset it will be useful  to individually inspect results of each pseudoreplicate to 

ensure proper behavior of ENMTools and Maxent.  However, saving all of the data associated with each 

pseudoreplicate for a large analysis can quickly eat up all your hard-drive space. 

Binary predictions using minimum training presence.  This button is used to conduct analyses on simple 

binary predictions that involve predicted presence or absence, rather than some quantitative measure 

of habitat suitability.  Because Maxent produces quantitative measure of suitability, the use of a binary 

presence/absence prediction requires simplification of the original output from Maxent.  The simplest 

approach to doing this is to assign a threshold value to the Maxent predicted suitability output scores 

that corresponds with the minimum training presence (i.e., the lowest predicted suitability score that 

corresponds with a known occurrence).  When this option is used in ENMTools, the identity test is 

conducted on grids that consist strictly of 0s (species assumed to be absent due to predicted habitat 
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suitability score lower than the minimum training theshold) and 1s (species assumed to be present due 

to predicted habitat suitability score higher than minimum training threshold).  Some caution should be 

applied in interpreting the results from such binary predictions: in addition to the general concerns 

expressed about comparing thresholded niche models in appendix S1 of Warren et al. (2008), there are 

potentially conceptual problems with comparing the overlap between thresholded models for two 

species to the overlap seen between thresholded models for subsets of their pooled occurrences. 

One word of caution ς be sure that you measure your actual overlap using ENMs that were built using 

the same data and same suitability measure as your pseudoreplicates!  Comparing D to I makes little 

sense, and comparing overlap of logistic Maxent ENMs to overlap of raw or cumulative ENMs makes 

even less. 
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II.c.ii Background tests 

This test uses randomization to determine whether two species are more or less similar than expected 

based on the differences in the environmental background in which they occur.  The identity test above 

is a very strict condition for assessing ecological similarity ς identity is expected to be rejected only when 

species tolerate the exact same set of environmental conditions and have the same suite of 

environmental conditions available to them.  Although the former condition may hold for some species 

pairs, the latter is unlikely to hold for allopatric species.    

To conduct each background test, you need two files.  The first file is a .csv file with occurrences for a 

single species ς the focal species for this particular test.  The second file is either a .csv file of points (lat-

ƭƻƴƎύ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ άōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘέ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŀƴ !{/LL ǊŀǎǘŜǊ ŦƛƭŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀǎ ŀ Ƴŀǎƪ ǘƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ 

random background poƛƴǘǎΦ  LŦ ŀ Ƴŀǎƪ ŦƛƭŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΣ ŀƴȅ ŎŜƭƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ά-ффффέ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ 

outside the study area, and any other value is interpreted as being inside.  In either case, generating the 

background file requires a bit of knowledge of a GIS program like ArcGIS.  Perhaps the simplest approach 

is to draw a polygon around the background area in ArcMap and export the region inside this polygon as 

a new layer that will be used as the mask in ENMTools. 
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As an example ς say you want to compare a pair of species (A and B) to see whether they were more or 

less similar than expected based on the environmental conditions available to them.  You would 

compare the species occurrences for A to the background for species B, using either a set of points or an 

ASCII mask for the background area.  The number of replicates determines the statistical resolution of 

the test (100 replicates is enough to get a nominal resolution of 0.01, but because of sampling error this 

is only an approximation of the true P value).  The number of background points you use should be the 

number of points you have for species B (if you have 25 points for A and 50 for B, you compare the 

actual occurrences for A to 50 randomly chosen background points from the area of species B).  Once 

these setǘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǳŜ ōȅ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ άŀŘŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎέΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

then want to make the same comparison in the opposite direction ς compare the points for B to the 

background for A.  When all analyses have been added, press the άDƻΗέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ 

The output from these analyses looks like that of the identity test, and is analyzed similarly, with one 

exception; a pair of species may be either more or less similar to each other than expected based on the 

suite of habitats available to them, so this is most often treated as a two-tailed test. 

One conceptual issue that arises with this test is the definition and justification of what we consider 

άōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘέΦ  Lƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ όŜΦƎΦΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ŜƴŘŜƳƛŎǎ ƻǊ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

allopatric taxa separated by geographical barriers) the appropriate geographic regions are fairly clear.  

Other situations are not as simple.  The results of this test can vary based on the definition of the 

background areas, so users are strongly encouraged to either (1) have a clear biological justification for 

defining background regions or (2) conduct sensitivity tests by specifying alternative background 

regions. 

These analyses can be very time-consuming, depending mostly on the size and resolution of the spatial 

data.  
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II.c.iii Range Breaking 

 

These range-breaking tests are used to ask whether geographic boundaries between species or 

populations are associated with significant environmental variation (Glor and Warren, in prep).  Range-

breaking tests come in three main flavors: linear, blob, and ribbon.  The linear and blob tests are two 

versions of a test that permit one to ask whether the geographic regions occupied by two species are 

more environmentally different than expected by chance.  The ribbon test, meanwhile, is designed to 

test whether the ranges of two species are divided by a region that is relatively unsuitable to one or 

ōƻǘƘ ŦƻǊƳǎΦ  ¢ƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘŜǎǘǎΣ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 

examples: 
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Linear Range-breaking  

 

 

 

 

Actual Replicate 1 

In this example, we have two species (red and green) that are separated by a linear boundary, and we 

wish to test the hypothesis that this geographic boundary between these species corresponds with a 

significant environmental boundary, with significance defined as more different than expected by 

chance.  To test this hypothesis, ENMTools randomizes the location of the boundary itself.  ENMTools 

does this by pooling the occurrences for the two species, randomly selecting a slope for the linear 

boundary, and then choosing an intercept such that the new boundary splits the pooled occurrences 

into artificial species with the same sample sizes as in our original data set (in this case 18 green and 15 

red).  ENMTools then construct ENMs for the two newly generated species and measures overlap 

between them.  By doing this many times, ENMTools is able to construct a distribution of expected 

overlaps across a randomly drawn linear barrier that splits populations into the sample sizes present in 

our actual data.  By comparing the niche overlap measurement from the empirical data to those 

obtained after randomly drawning the barrier we can ask whether the real barrier is partitioning habitat 

into more environmentally distinct regions than expected by chance. 

There are a few things to be cautious about with the linear range breaking analysis.  First, randomly 

drawing linear barriers like this can become problematic when the pooled set of occurrences is much 

longer in one spatial direction than in others.  This is due to the limited number of ways there are to 
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bisect very elongate ranges ς in the extreme case where all occurrences fall along a single line, there are 

at most two ways to split the pooled set of occurrences.  This clearly leads to a lack of independence of 

pseudoreplicates.  The same sort of problem can occur when sample sizes for the two populations are 

highly asymmetric ς when this is the case, occurrence points near the center of the set of pooled ranges 

will preferentially be assigned to the species with the most occurrences in the original data set, once 

again leading to a lack of independence of pseudoreplicates.  Finally, having many replicate occurrence 

points for either of the two species (i.e., when a larger portion of one or both of their occurrences are 

repeated records for the same geographic coordinates) can also lead to a lack of independence of 

pseudoreplicates, as it restricts the number of ways that the pooled occurrences can be bisected.  To 

avoid a lack of independence among pseudoreplicates it is necessary to carefully examine resulting 

output and delete duplicate pseudoreplicates (i.e., pseudoreplicates that result in identical partitions). 

 

Blob Range-breaking 

The blob method of range breaking is in most respects similar to the linear analysis.   

  

Actual Replicate 1 

In this example we have two populations that are allopatric, but the barrier between them does not 

appear to be linear.  Instead of comparing the overlap between them to a distribution of overlaps 

produced by randomly drawn linear barriers, we will compare them to a distribution of overlaps 

produced by randomly drawing pseudoreplicate populations with non-ƭƛƴŜŀǊ ǊŀƴƎŜǎ όŀΦƪΦŀΦ άōƭƻōǎέύΦ  !ǎ 

with linear range breaking, the analysis begins by pooling the occurrence records for the two 

ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦ  ²Ŝ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŀƴŘƻƳƭȅ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ όƭŀōŜƭŜŘ άǎǘŀǊǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ 

above).  From this starting point, we continue adding the nearest occurrence points until we construct a 

data set of the same size as the less numerous of our two species.  This effectively draws the smallest 

possible polygon around our starting point that includes the required number of points.  The remainder 

of the comparison proceeds in the same manner as the linear analysis. 
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Although the blob method of generating spatial partitions works well in situations where ranges are 

elongate and sample sizes are asymmetric, having a large number of repeated occurrences can still lead 

to reduced independence of pseudoreplicates.  Again, we recommend deletion of duplicate 

pseudoreplicates prior to statistical inference from blob range-breaking analyses. 

 

 

 

Ribbon 

   

Actual Partitioned Replicate 1 

The ribbon range breaking analysis is used to test the hypothesis that two populations occurring in 

similar, highly suitable habitats are separated by a band of less suitable habitat of a known width (e.g., a 

ōŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŘŜǎŜǊǘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ŦƻǊŜǎǘŜŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎύΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ά!Ŏǘǳŀƭέ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ 

example, the red species is primarily in area A and the green species primarily in area B.  Area C is a 

ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΩ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇΣ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ƘȅǇƻǘƘŜǎƛȊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ 

for both.  In this analysis, we pool the samples in the region of overlap, and measure overlap between 

the two allopatric flanking regions (A vs. B) and each flanking region and the ribbon of unsuitable habitat 

(A vs. C and B vs. C).  Finally, we can measure the overlap between the pooled occurrences of the two 

species on the outside of the putative barrier and those on the inside (A+B vs. C). 

In order to estimate the distribution of expected overlaps for these four measures, ENMTools first picks 

a slope and intercept that divide our pooled set of occurrences into samples of the size of the two 

species in our actual data, just as with the linear range-breaking test.  Following that, we expand the 

linear barrier outwards until it is the same width as the band of putative unsuitable habitat that we are 

studying (i.e., if the desert habitat in the above example is 10 km wide, we construct pseudoreplicates 

with a 10 km wide ribbon).  Because our hypothesis deals with the amount of environmental 

heterogeneity expected for a band of habitat of a certain size, we keep the width of the barrier (rather 


